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Press Release 

Launchpad Reading is shocked, angry and saddened to report the theft of £25,820 from the 

charity.  

The theft was uncovered after an internal investigation and reported to the Police and Charity 

Commission.  

Former Launchpad employee Adrian Pearson was arrested and charged with two counts of fraud 

and appeared at Reading Magistrates Court on 28th June 2018. Adrian Pearson pleaded guilty to 

the two counts of fraud. The case has been committed to the Crown Court for sentencing.  

The court was informed Launchpad Reading have recovered all of the £25,820 plus costs and 

interest.  

The vulnerable Reading people we support remain our utmost priority, helping them to have their 

own home and the opportunity for a positive future. We are grateful for the incredible support from 

the Reading community.  

Unfortunately we are unable to comment further at this time. 

 

-ENDS- 
About Launchpad: 

Launchpad Reading founded in 1979 is a registered charity that helps some of Reading’s most 
vulnerable and disadvantaged people to turn around their lives and fulfil their potential.  
 
Launchpad provides three services preventing homelessness in Reading:  
 

 Housing with support. Launchpad can house over 130 people and combined with 
individual support is the most effective way to get people’s lives back on track. 

 Floating Support (the national name for a service that helps prevent homelessness). 
Launchpad supports single parents, families, couples and individuals to stay in their own 
homes and also help with landlord issues. Launchpad also help find appropriate housing 
for people in unsuitable accommodation, such as families in B&Bs. 

 Drop-in. Available to anyone in Reading who needs housing or homelessness-related 
advice.  
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