
 

Primary School Choir Competition 2017 
 
 

This Christmas local primary schools have the chance to sing alongside X-Factor finalist 

Danyl Johnson and the acclaimed Reading Bach Choir.  Launchpad’s exciting competition 

is entering its third year, after it secured exceptionally talented choirs in 2015 and 2016 to 

sing at our Carols by Candlelight service. 

Primary schools choirs of up to 30 pupils are invited to 

submit an 8 minute recording of two Christmas songs 

as their entry to this year’s contest. Launchpad, 

Reading’s homeless support charity, holds a Carols by 

Candlelight service in Reading Minster every 

Christmas. The winning choir will perform at the 

service alongside Danyl Johnson and the Reading 

Bach Choir.  

The three top submissions will be chosen by a judging 

panel from the Reading Bach Choir and invited to a 

grand final, where Danyl Johnson and the Reading 

Bach Choir’s musical director, David Young, will listen 

to and appraise each performance before holding a 

fun workshop with all three choirs. The winning choir 

will perform at Launchpad’s Carols by Candlelight on 

Thursday 7th December at 6pm in Reading Minster. 

Launchpad encourages all participating choirs to 

take the opportunity to get their whole school 

involved in learning more about how 

homelessness affects their community. 

Launchpad is keen to visit participating schools 

and give assemblies or lessons to get pupils 

thinking about the issue and offer them further 

opportunities to support the homeless. 

 

Entering the Competition 

Primary school choirs of up to 30 pupils are 

invited to submit a recording of two Christmas songs, a total of up to 8 minutes of music. The 

winning choir will perform their entry as part of the Carols by Candlelight service. All entrants must 

be available to take part in the grand final on Tuesday 14th November and the Launchpad carol 

service on 7th December. All schools planning to enter should notify Launchpad by 6th October 

and all entries must be received by 5pm on Friday 27th October. 

  

‘The children really enjoyed the event. It's 
always lovely to give them something to 
aim for, and a competition is ideal - it 
helps to give them a purpose and to 
focus their efforts towards a tangible 
goal.’ 
 
Helen Toole, St Mary All Saints School, Reading 

(Winners, 2015) 

Danyl Johnson, X-Factor Finalist and Patron of 
Launchpad Reading 



  

 

A posted CD recording is preferred or files can be 

emailed to fundraising@launchpadreading.org.uk . 

Please note you will not be judged on the quality of 

the recording and you are welcome to perform with 

a pre-recorded backing track. A piano will be 

available at the final and the carol service for accompaniment if required. In addition to performing 

their two songs at Carols by Candlelight, the winning choir will sing a special song arrangement 

with Danyl Johnson and the Reading Bach Choir.  

Grand Final 

The three finalist choirs will be informed on Monday 30th October and invited to Tyndale Baptist 

Church, Reading, RG2 7JE for a final on Tuesday 14th November from 5-7pm. Each choir will 

perform their entry before the judges make a final decision. All three choirs will receive certificates 

from Launchpad before participating in a fun workshop with Danyl Johnson and the Reading Bach 

Choir. Schools will need to arrange transport to the grand final and bring a packed tea.  

 

Launchpad’s Carols by Candlelight 

The charity’s annual carol service is on 

Thursday 7th December at Reading 

Minster, St Mary's Butts, Reading RG1 

2LN at 6pm. The service attracts up to 500 

people and in 2016 raised over £9,000 to 

support Reading’s homeless and 

vulnerable.  

The winning choir will need to arrive for a rehearsal at 

Reading Minster at 4pm. The service starts at 6pm, 

allowing time for a trip out for tea or packed tea in the 

church. One free family ticket will be provided for each 

member of the choir. However, we appreciate that the 

school may choose to arrange a coach or minibus to transport the children, as they will be 

required from 4-7pm.  

Get Involved  

Launchpad would be delighted to visit your school and give an assembly or lesson about 

homelessness in Reading. We work in partnership with schools around harvest festivals, 

citizenship programmes and supporting schools to hold their own fundraising events. Participating 

schools might like to consider donating the proceeds of their own carol services to Launchpad. 

 

Enter Now Email fundraising@launchpadreading.org.uk to let us know you are intending to enter. 

You are also welcome to call 01189 291 121.         Registered Charity No. 279859 

‘We are so pleased to be working 

with Launchpad and sharing our 

love of singing.’ 

Paul Sutton, Chair of Reading Bach Choir 

‘Launchpad’s competition gave an 

excellent opportunity for our choir 

to rehearse for a live performance. 

They found the grand final very 

exciting and Launchpad made 

them feel very welcome and proud 

of their hard work.’ 

Rachel Eveleigh, The Colleton School 

(Runners Up 2015) 

Winners of the 2016 competition, Earley St Peter’s Primary 
School, singing at Carols by Candlelight.   
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